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July 5, 1996 Contact: Greg Donley, xt 263 

For immediate release 

CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART ANNOUNCES MAJOR CHANGE IN JULY 17 
PROGRAM OF “KUBRICK RARITIES,” AFTER DIRECTOR PRESSURES 
DISTRIBUTOR TO CANCEL ITS LOAN OF FEAR AND DESIRE 

Two Stanley Kubrick-directed shorts to be shown as scheduled, with a third short 
added; feature Killers Kiss to repiace Fear and Desire 

(Cleveland, OH) The Cleveland Museum of Art has announced a change in the previously 
announced program of rare Stanley Kubrick films. According to John Ewing, CMA’s coordi- 
nator of film programs, serious transatlantic pressure from expatriate film director Stanley 
Kubrick has compelled the George Eastman House in Rochester, New York, to rescind the 
loan of its restored print of Kubrick’s first feature Fear and Desire to the museum. The 1953 
movie, which Kubrick has long tried to suppress, was to have been shown as part of a 
program of “Kubrick Rarities” on Wednesday, July 17, at 7:30 pm, at the museum. 

Says Ewing: “The museum regrets any inconvenience this schedule change may cause 
filmgoers — though we are perversely honored that our film program would command such 
attention from one of the world’s greatest movie makers. The ‘Kubrick Rarities’ program 
will still take place, but content and admission prices have been modified.” 

Two short movies with which Kubrick began his filmmaking career. Day of the Fight 
and Flying Padre, will be shown as scheduled. A third short, The Seafarers (1953), has been 
added to the program. This half-hour film, Kubrick’s third movie and first in color, is so rare 
as to not always appear in Kubrick filmographies. Kubrick’s little-shown second feature 
Killer’s Kiss (1955) will replace Fear and Desire. The program length remains approxi- 
mately two hours. Admission is now reduced to $6, $5 for museum members. 

Day of the Fight, Flying Padre, and The Seafarers are all documentaries. Day of the 
Fight (1951, 16 min.) chronicles a day in the life of middleweight boxer Walter Cartier. 
Flying Padre (1951, 9 min.) tells of a Catholic priest in New Mexico who ministers to his 
far-flung parishioners via airplane. The Seafarers (1953, 30 min.) pays tribute to America’s 
seamen. All three are as rare as Fear and Desire. 

Killer’s Kiss (1955) tells of a down-on-his-luck boxer (Jamie Smith) who becomes 
involved with a nightclub dancer (Irene Kane) and her brutal boss (Frank Silvera). Kubrick 
co-wrote, directed, photographed, and edited this low-budget, independently produced b&w 
feature, which, like Fear and Desire, was co-written by Howard Sackler ( The Great White 
Hope). The Film Forum in New York called it “a Cassavetes-like blend of New York avant- 
garde and mood-drench film noir.” The museum will show a recently struck 35mm copy. 

The film lasts 67 minutes. 
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